
  

Introductory talk for URPM 2017: 
an historical perspective. 

How many Utah rare plant meetings have there been? When did 
western US native plant societies get started? And the TNC-UNPS-

RBG connection to the University of Utah's Walter Cottam.

March 4, 2017 by Tony Frates



  

How many annual Utah* rare plant 
meetings have there been?

 10
 16
 30+
 Too many
 This is a trick question

*sponsored in some way by UNPS; counting years with 
separate day status reviews and presentation conferences as “one”



  

A few . . . 

1978 to 1992:  ~15

2002 to 2017*:   16

Total:  31 

16th consecutive rare plant meeting+
*2009:  Fifth Southwestern Rare and Endangered Plant Conference at University 

of Utah

+14 with Red Butte Garden as co-sponsor; last three with Garrett Herbarium as 
co-sponsor

The 1978 to 1992 era meetings tended to be more than in the nature of status 
review meetings, but not solely.
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Bill King congratulates Dick Hildreth on March 3, 2005 as Dick 
receives a lifetime achievement and service award from UNPS.
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